Butcher Plane Iron and Chip Breaker Marks 


W. & S. Butcher (1830-1950) was one of the largest cutlery and edge tool makers in Shefheld, England, in the 19th 
century. It was also one of the leading exporters of plane blades to the United States. There are no surviving company 
records, so little is known about its marks. #10 was used on edge tools until at least the 1910s. The company used #31 
and #32 to show it had received royal warrants of appointment during the reigns of Queen Victoria (1837-1901) and 
King William IV (1830-37). The Baldwin Tool Co., #33-#36, made planes and plane irons in Middletown, CT, from 
1836-60. The numbers (typically 0-7 or 11) on #11 and #13 may have been related to sales, marketing or manufacturing. 
Many of the other marks can probably be traced to counterfeiters who tried to capitalize on the famed Butcher name. 
Making small changes to a mark was a common counterfeiting trick as forgers played juridical cat-and-mouse with a 


mark's owner. — Abraham Hyatt 
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Marks compiled by: 

Abraham Hyatt: 6, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 24, 28 

Seth Burchard: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 17, 20, 21, 22, 25, 30, 31, 32 (The Chronicle, vol. 31, no. 4, 1978 and vol. 44, no. 1, 1991) 
William B. Hilton: 23, 29, 33, 34, 35, 36 (Plane Talk, vol. 3, no. 4, 1978) 

Plane Talk: 27 (Plane Talk, vol. 8, no. 3, 1983) 

Eric Gannicott: 26 (Plane Talk, vol. 9, no. 2, 1984) 

More information on W & S Butcher and its counterfeiters can be found at woodenplanes.substack.com 
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